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LawNY Celebrates 50 Years of Advocacy, Equality, &
Access to the Justice System

The start of 2018 marks our 50th year serving the Monroe County community. In 1965, the
Monroe County Bar Association (MCBA), in collaboration with Action for a Better Community,
formed the Monroe County Legal Assistance Center (MCLAC). Once a storefront location,
LawNY* now provides services in collaboration with other legal service providers at the Telesca
Center for Justice. The once handful of staff members has grown to nearly 50 in our Rochester
Office alone, serving over 4 000 clients per year.

This blog post is to commemerate 50 years of advocacy efforts as well as 50 years fighting for
equality and access to the justice system for those who otherwise would not be able to afford it.

Check out some headlines the Rochester Office has made since 19681 Below you will also find
a schedule of events for how we are celebrating our 50th Anniversary throughout the year.

A Look into the Past

Legal Assistance has a unique role in the county
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Published by the Democrat and Chronicle on Sunday January 30, 1977, Justin Vigdor, President
of the Monroe County Bar Association at the time, voices his support for LawNY® (then Monroe
County Legal Assistance Center- MCLAC). He points out that during the & years in which
MCLAC had been open, we had already managed to assist over 15,000 low income New
Yorkers. Mr. Vigdor states that MCLAC provides access to the justice system for low-income
people “without lawlessness and without violence that might otherwise spnng from frustration,
helplessness and futility felt by otherwise disenfranchised people.”



opmlon

Published by the Democrat and Chronicle on Friday, May 1, 1951 in
response to proposed legislation to drastically reduce funding to the
Legal Services Corporation, a main funding source of LawNY® (at

Law should be

the time, Monroe County Legal Assistance Center).

for us all —
even fhe poor
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« Lo peaws oo+ Published by the Democrat and Chronicle Monday, May 1, 1959,
iotevws oo LeAnna Hart Gipson, then Executive Director of Monroe County
g L egal Assistance Center, voices the need for stronger support for

legal services on Law Day of 1939.

Housing
testers pry
open bias
barriers
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Published by the Democrat and Chronicle on
April 30, 2004. The article descnbes how
LawNY® tests for discrimination in housing
providers. Since launching in 1998, the Fair
Housing Enforcement Project (FHEP) at
LawNY® has championed the fight against
housing discrimination in Livingston, Monroe,
Ontario, Seneca, Wayne and Yates counties.
FHEP investigates complaints of housing
discrimination, and where discnmination 1s
found, enforces the Fair Housing Act. Through
outreach, investigation, advocacy and
litigation, FHEP obtains meaningful outcomes
and policy changes for victims of
discrimination.



Lou Prieto stands as fierce ally for
low-income people seeking justice

Fublizhed by the Democrat and
Chronicle on Sunday, July 8, 2007
Jason Hoge, Staff Attorney at
LawMY® describes LawMY®'s
collaboration with the grassroats
arganization Judicial Process
Commission to create the Ra-Entry
Froject. Lawhy™ s Re-Entry unit has
been practicing since 2006, helping (o
remove barners to employment and
housing that those wath a cnminal
record often face when seeking to
raintegrate into sociely afler
incarcaration.
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Published by the Democrat and
Chronicle on Sunday, October 6,
2006. Bryan D. Hetherington, at
the tme Empire Juslice Centear's
Chief Counseal, highlights Lou
Prieto's relentless advocacy
efforts throughout the years. Mr.

- Prigto came to Rochester in 1991
| to head LawhY*'s Housing Unit.

He served as the Rochester

1 Miice's Managing Attorney wuntl

2015, In the article, Mr. Prieto
dizcusses how important his
Cuban heritage is to him and how
it affected his Iife growing up in
Amernca

"q
i

|
|

I
|




g

]

H
t
i

li*m[i '
i

i
-

[

|

.II
ﬂll

|
:
|

—hﬁ--
ﬂ."

1
i

i
E,
i
!
i

Ha

:
il

¢
i
l

i
L3
]

1

i
:
|

£l

Published by the Demoecrat and Chromicle

" on Monday, Jamuary 24, 2003, Laurie

Lambrix, currently LawNy® s Regional
Deputy Derector of Litigation, 15 honored
for winning the New York Siate Bar
Asseciation’s 2003 Haywood Boms
Award im recognition of her advocacy
work with LawN¥? cince 1900, The
award was namad in bonor of Haywoord
Burns, a civil rights lawyer who worked
with Rew, Martin Luther King Jr. and
activist Angela Davis belode dymg m a
car accident im 1996, Ms. Lambrix has
been with LawNY™ for 28 vears, spending
mist of ber tme representmg vicloms of
bousing ducrimimnation for LawhyY®'s
Fair Heusing Project.

Published by the Democrat and Chronicle on Monday, December 28, 2008,
The article describes U5, District JTudge Telesca’s dedication to serving
koc-income individuals m Mearos County throughout has career.

Telesca Center signals teamwork |
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Published by the Democrat and Chronicle on November 28, 2008, The article
kighliphts kloarces County as the firsi county im the nation (o mbegraie all legal
seryvices provedes as well a5 the local bar assocahon under ane fool m arder to
allow accessibility as well as stronger partnerships between providers



Celebrate our 50th Anniversary with us!

Follow our Facebook Page for dates and more details as they become available.

Month Event Description of Activities
March 2018 AmeriCorps AmeriCorps Alumni of the LawNY Rochester office
Alumni ‘Where are invited to have lunch with our current
Are They Now’ AmeriCorps members.
Lunch
April 2018 Fair Housing A CLE on the Fair Housing Act will be offered by

attorneys in our Fair Housing Project.

May 2018 Truth in Lending LawNY® staff from our Regional Consumer Project

Act 50th will be holding a workshop offering information on a
Anniversary variety of consumer rights.
Workshop

June 2018 Re-Entry An open house at LawNY® for all re-entry providers
Providers of in Monroe County. Light refreshments will provided.

Monroe County
Meet and Greet



July 2018 NOEP Outreach  Our Nutrition Outreach & Education Program
(NOEP) coordinators will be out in the community at
outreach events offering information about
LawNY®’s services and history.

September LawNY®’s 50th Celebrate with us over dinner at the Strathallan’s
2018 Anniversary rooftop bar and restaurant on September 27, 2018!
Dinner! Learn more about our work within the community
for the past half century and help us thank our
community partners for their unwavering support
throughout the years.

September Project Homeless Our Eviction Prevention Unit will be attending
2018 Connect 2018 Rochester’s annual Project Homeless Connect to
offer assistance to homeless individuals or those at
risk of homelessness.

October Elder Law Fair Our Seniors Legal Services project will be attending

2018 2018 Rochester’s annual Elder Law Fair to offer
assistance in estate planning, elder abuse, and
more.

November Veterans Our Legal Services for Veterans Project members

2018 Outreach Center will be attending the VOC’s annual Stand Down

Stand Down event to offer legal assistance to veterans.
Event

December Navigator Open Our Health Insurance Enrollment Specialists will be
2018 House holding an open house where attendees can receive
refreshments while enrolling in health insurance if
needed.

Last updated on February 01, 2018.
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NEWS
News & publications

The news about recent activities for needed peoples.

More News

5 Apr 2024

Appellate Division Rules that Defective Code Enforcement in Rental Properties
Requires Legislative Fix

Media Contact: David Kagle, Housing Project Managing Attorney, 607-776...

Continue Reading

13 Dec 2023

New York State Clean Slate Act
The Clean Slate Act (CPL 160.57) will automatically seal an individual’s New...

Continue Reading



https://www.lawny.org/news
https://www.lawny.org/node/582/appellate-division-rules-defective-code-enforcement-rental-properties-requires-legislative
https://www.lawny.org/node/571/new-york-state-clean-slate-act

