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LawNY Celebrates 50 Years of Advocacy, Equality, &
Access to the Justice System

The start of 2018 marks our 50th year serving the Monroe County community. In 19658, the
Monroe County Bar Asscciation (MCBA), in collaberation with Action for a Better Community,
formed the Monroe County Legal Assistance Center (MCLAC). Once a storefront location,
LawNY® now provides services in collaboration with other legal service providers at the Telesca
Center for Justice. The once handful of staff members has grown to nearly 50 in our Rochester
Office alone, serving over 4,000 clients per year.

This blog post is to commemorate 50 years of advocacy efforts as well as 50 years fighting for

equality and access to the justice system for those who otherwise would not be able to afford it.
Check out some headlines the Rochester Office has made since 1958 Below you will also find
a schedule of events for how we are celebrating our 50th Anniversary throughout the year.

A Look into the Past

Legal Assistance has a unique role in the county
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Fublished by the Democrat and Chronicle on Sunday January 30, 1977. Justin Vigdor, President
of the Monroe County Bar Association at the time, voices his support for LawNY?® (then Monroe
County Legal Assistance Center- MCLAC). He points out that during the 8 years in which
MCLAC had been open, we had already managed to assist over 15,000 low income New
Yorkers. Mr. Vigdor states that MCLAC provides access to the justice system for low-income
pecple “without lawlessness and without violence that might otherwise spring from frustration,
helplessness and futility felt by otherwise disenfranchised people.”
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Published by the Democrat and Chronicle on Friday, May 1, 1981 in
response to proposed legislation to drastically reduce funding to the
Legal Services Corporation, a main funding source of LawNY?® (at
the time, Monroe County Legal Assistance Center).

Published by the Democrat and Chronicle Monday, May 1, 1989
LeAnna Hart Gipson, then Executive Director of Monroe County
Legal Assistance Center, voices the need for stronger support for
legal services on Law Day of 1959.

Published by the Democrat and Chronicle on
April 30, 2004. The article descrbes how
LawNY?® tests for discrimination in housing
providers. Since launching in 1298, the Fair
Housing Enforcement Project (FHEP) at
LawNY® has championed the fight against
housing discrimination in Livingston, Monroe,
Ontaric, Seneca, Wayne and Yates counties.

Housing
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found, enforces the Fair Housing Act. Through
outreach, investigation, advocacy and
litigation, FHEP obtains meaningful cutcomes
and policy changes for victims of
discrimination.
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Published by the Democrat and
Lou Prieto stands as fierce ally for |1 Chonicle on Sundey. October 6
. Bryan D. Hethenngton, at
]m'-"-lllmme m‘e SE'Eklng nlstlte the ﬁmer)IIEmpire- Jusﬁcengenher's
Bl O g Simsamimem=|  Chiof Counsel, highlights Lou
T L e advocacy

revwmbery by L, — efforts throughout the years. Mr.
Mu:'mh E 3T Prieto came to Rochester in 19531

=
bmmss SR i head LawhY*'s Housing Unit,
mee= | He served as the Rochester

ok pomh® menereos Office's Managing Attorney untl

HE:.H SR 2015. In the article, Mr. Prieto
= | = = "'..-.,".“......___..: l""" ..--2':, discusses how important his

-3 _—-'::: *'@ Cuban heritage is to him and how
e T Eﬂr‘ it affected his life growing up in

America

Published by the Democrat and R.E*EIIII'}" Project smoothes road home

Chranicle on Sunday, July &, 2007 Giving prople « secomd chamer o join. T ke maew

Jason Hoge, Staff Attorney at Wity il the iy i s ] |
LawN¥* descnbes LawhY®'s _mlﬂml-

e —l.ll.-rh'l'
collaboration with the grassroats ———o ﬂ_-.l::‘ -=;:E=| :-; l_'._; =i
organization Judicial Process g '"_ "'"‘"‘__ EE
Commission to create the Re-Entry = -__-p__n_-u:'b : — = -
Project. LawhY?*'s Re-Entry unit has - T4 T':".'_'T- v it
been practicing since 2006, helping to e SRS el
remove barriers to employment and S T e ..:":,::E..‘: ;
housing that those with a cnminal i i lres _-:u-u' |
record often face when seeking to = '='=IE E‘ [ —
reintegrate inlo sotiety after S et~ T ]

[ y—

incarceration.




Published by the Democrat and Chrondcle

| = " om Mondsy, Jamuary 24, 2003, Laurie
Lawyer honored for housing fight  .res, corenty Lahy® s Region

Louaries Loy ] Deputy Drector of Litigation, is henored

St CESEEE . forwineing the New York State Bar
:‘T-E:_.: Vmieei  Association’s 2005 Haywood Bums

ST e ' Award in recognition of her advocacy
= | work with LawN¥® since 1800, The

-
i e e a0 @ward was named in bonor of Haywoord
o My -  d marberd o
T emisieee 1 Bums, acivil rights lawyer whe worked
e ) .q-._u-: ' with Rev, Martin Luther King Ir, and
i o "?-"'"""' L activest Angela Davas befoge dymg m a
Rl ident in 1996, W5 Lambrix has
= bl § caracc N
[ o e % L besn with LaswNYT for 28 vears, spending
il - M i Sy Sty
e e st of Ber Lone tepresentng victmas of
S S Bousieg diserimination for LawiY%s

Fasr Honsing Project

Published by the Democrat and Chronicle on Monday, December 28, 2008,
The article desoribes 175, District Todge Telesca’s dedication to serving
kow-income individuals m Menroe County throughowt his career.

Telesca Center signals teamwork
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Published by the Demecrat and Chronicle on November 29, 2009, The article
highlights hloaree County as the first county in the nation to mtegrate all legal
serviees provedes as well as the local bar asseciaton under ane ool m arder o
allow accessibility as well as stronger parinerships betwesn providers

Celebrate our 50th Anniversary with us!

Follow our Facebook Page for dates and more details as they become available.



Month Event

AmeriCorps

Alumni ‘Where
March 2018

Are They Now’

Lunch

April 2018 Fair Housing

Truth in Lending
Act 50th

May 2018 Anniversary
Workshop

Re-Entry
Providers of

June 2018 Monroe County
Meet and Greet

July 2018 NOEP Outreach

Description of Activities

AmeriCorps Alumni of the LawNY Rochester office
are invited to have lunch with our current
AmeriCorps members.

A CLE on the Fair Housing Act will be offered by
attorneys in our Fair Housing Project.

LawNY® staff from our Regional Consumer Project
will be holding a workshop offering information on a
variety of consumer rights.

An open house at LawNY® for all re-entry providers
in Monroe County. Light refreshments will provided.

Our Nutrition Outreach & Education Program
(NOEP) coordinators will be out in the community at
outreach events offering information about
LawNY®’s services and history.



September
2018

September
2018

October
2018

November
2018

December
2018

LawNY®'’s 50th
Anniversary
Dinner!

Celebrate with us over dinner at the Strathallan’s
rooftop bar and restaurant on September 27, 2018!
Learn more about our work within the community
for the past half century and help us thank our
community partners for their unwavering support
throughout the years.

Our Eviction Prevention Unit will be attending

Project Homeless Rochester’s annual Project Homeless Connect to

Connect 2018

Elder Law Fair
2018

Veterans
Outreach Center
Stand Down
Event

Navigator Open
House

offer assistance to homeless individuals or those at
risk of homelessness.

Our Seniors Legal Services project will be attending
Rochester’s annual Elder Law Fair to offer
assistance in estate planning, elder abuse, and
more.

Our Legal Services for Veterans Project members
will be attending the VOC’s annual Stand Down
event to offer legal assistance to veterans.

Our Health Insurance Enrollment Specialists will be
holding an open house where attendees can receive
refreshments while enrolling in health insurance if
needed.
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March 12, 2026

Managing Your Utility Costs
Para ver este articulo en espafol por favor visite aqui.If you're struggling to...

Read More about Managing Your Utility Costs

January 29, 2026

January 2026 Poverty Awareness Month
The end of January marks the end of Poverty Awareness Month. To recognize this...

Read More about January 2026 Poverty Awareness Month

October 31, 2025

SNAP Benefit Update as of October 31, 2025
SNAP benefits for November 2025 may be delayed.The New York State Office of...

Read More about SNAP Benefit Update as of October 31, 2025



https://www.lawny.org/news
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https://www.lawny.org/SNAPUpdateOctober312025

Our Partners

We proudly receive support from the following (to read a full list of our supporters,
visit the "Who We Are" tab above):

e AmeriCorps

LSC

LEGAL SERVICES CORPORATIONM

o>\ UNITED
Y”I WAY

i

America’s Partner
for Equal Justice

PDF downloaded from https://www.lawny.org/node/194/lawny-celebrates-50-years-advocacy-
equality-access-justice-system



