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Para ver este artículo en español por favor visite aquí. (To view this article in
Spanish, visit here.)

What is kinship care?

Kinship care means that a child is raised by an adult relative other than a
parent.
If a child is removed from the child’s parent or custodian by Social Services, the
Department must investigate whether the child has relatives who should be
given notice, who may want to apply to have the child placed in their home.

 How does kinship care happen?

There are many situations in which a parent becomes unable to take care of a
child and an adult relative or friend cares for the child instead.
The parent and other caregiver may agree to this arrangement without a court
order.  The Form to do this is specified under General Obligations Law Section
1551, and can be obtained at: https://www.lawhelpny.org/resource/designation-
of-person-in-parental-relationship
The court may give the caregiver custody or guardianship.
The court may place the child with a caregiver like foster care with supervision
from an agency or the Department of Social Services.  The caregiver can decide
whether to become a foster parent.

 Can a kinship caregiver apply for public assistance or food stamps?

The caregiver can apply for public assistance benefits and food stamps at the
local Department of Social Services.
The caregiver does not need a custody order for the child to receive public
assistance, but he/she must provide proof that he/she is caring for the child.
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The caregiver does not have to provide financial information about himself to
receive public assistance.  However, the caregiver has to provide financial
information to receive food stamps because the children are eligible for food
stamps only if the caregiver is eligible.

Where can I find other information about kinship care?

New York State Kinship Navigator www.nysnavigator.org
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Managing Your Utility Costs

Para ver este artículo en español por favor visite aquí.If you’re struggling to…
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January 2026 Poverty Awareness Month

The end of January marks the end of Poverty Awareness Month. To recognize this…
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SNAP Benefit Update as of October 31, 2025

SNAP benefits for November 2025 may be delayed.The New York State Office of…
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